Fluoridation of Bath Water District

Why is fluoride added to the water supply?

The Bath Water District began adding fluoride in 1969 after a customer vote for the intended
purpose of reducing tooth decay.

Can the District unilaterally choose to stop fluoridation?

No, the District must follow the will of the voters and continue fluoridation unless citizens vote to
stop it.

Can citizens stop fluoridation?

Yes, in a multiple community water district like Bath Water District, citizens can stop fluoridation
through a district-wide vote. There are two ways to initiate this process:

1. Municipal Officers' Vote:
If a majority of municipal officers from a majority of municipalities in the water district vote
to hold an election, a district-wide election can be scheduled. These votes must be taken at
least 90 days before a general election, and the results must be shared among all
municipalities within 5 days.

2. Voter Petition:
Alternatively, if a number of registered voters equal to 10% of the total votes cast for

Governor in the last election within the water district sign a petition, an election can be
called to vote on fluoridation.

Title 22, 82654: Procedure for elections (maine.gov)

For more information about Fluoride and Fluoridation of Public Water
Systems:

Maine DWP - Fluoride & Fluoridation

Bath Water District remains neutral on the issue of fluoridation.

As we are not medical or dental professionals. We encourage residents to consult their doctor
about the safety of fluoride and their dentist about its benefits. The District will continue to follow
the will of the voters.


https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/22/title22sec2654.html
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/environmental-health/dwp/pws/fluoride.shtml

