
Taste and Odor concerns: 

The Bath Water District would like to address the taste and odor concerns that 

have been reported in our service area.  The first thing The District would like to 

stress is YOUR WATER IS SAFE.   

The source of your drinking water is Nequasset Lake in Woolwich.  Surface water 

sources are highly influenced by weather conditions. This summer’s unusually hot 

and dry weather has created less than ideal raw water characteristics.  The lake 

level is down nearly 18 inches as drought conditions have plagued the region.  The 

low water allows sunlight to penetrate deeper into the water and increases the 

overall temperature of the lake.  All of this results in a higher level of organic 

material in the source water.  The earthy and musty odor and taste in the drinking 

water is attributed to this elevated level of organic material.   

The Bath Water District is continuously monitoring and testing the drinking water 

for safety and again stresses, that though unpleasant, it is not a health concern. 

The District is adjusting pH and Chlorine levels to try and combat the odor/taste 

but do believe it will subside when the temperatures begin to cool.  The District 

also continues to test the source water to precisely identify the organic 

compounds affecting the drinking water to refine our treatment process.   


